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SENATOR S™™JLL: Well, Senator Lewis, I wculdn't haive

any objection 1f you want to put 1t over In the Lespzrt-
ment of Agriculture. We sad this here in this aresz
because we thought perhaps Mr. Kreuscher :ould take czire
of 1t in his budget. That's why 1t's there. W2 amended
it 30 we wouldn't have to changz it from this part of
the budge- to the other part.

SENATOR F. LEWIS: TI'w a little deeper In than T want
to be right now so I'll walt on Select File for poucible
anendments.

PRESIDENT: Senator Chamber-.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chalrman, members of the Legilslature.
I would like to ask Senator Stull a questlon or two. Senator
Stull, this provision is in the predator control portion

of this bill. Gophers are not considered predatcrs, are
they?

SENATOR STULL: No sir, they're rodents.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: What 1s the problem that they poss2
that reculires research? What are they trylng to fini
out about them that they dcn't know now?

SENATOR STULL: During the last few years, 3enatcr
Chambers, these things have 1ncreased 1n pcpulation o
where the mounds that they dlgz, theydiscovered tnat one
zZopher msy dig as many as....

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Just a rough figure.

SENATOR STULL: One hundred mounds per year and they'il
dig tunnels of 1,000 feet per year, one gopher.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: One hundred thousand fee=?

ZENATOR ETULL: No, no. They'll dig up 100 mcunds and
1+000 feet of tunnels.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And that harms whe or what?

SENATOR STULL: Well tha= covers your grass. The mounds
cover the grass. What the gophers works underneath tue
soll cuts the roots off and actually ther d2termined by
fencing off certain areas and then c¢lipping the hay and
then clipping the hay where there were no gophers working,
that they actually were taking a hall of “he forage ir. some
instances.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Stull, do you thinx gophers
rlay a part in the balance of natur=?

SENATOR STULL: They prodably do. Poobadly they're cut of
balance o1t there.
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